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COMMUNIST GUERRILLd ACTIVI'TY I N  KOREA 

Guerrilla act ivi t ies  have always figured importantly i n  Communiet 
e t ra tegy  vis-a-vis South Korea. Despite the  current  auccess ,of the  UN 
a n t l - g u e r r i l l a  cempaign, the Communists a re  continuing t o  t r a i n  irreg- 
ulars  and t o  attempt t o  in f i l t ra te  them behind UN l ines ,  
headquarters i n  North Korea i s  endeavoring t o  increase i t s  radio commu- 
n ica t ions  f a c i l i t i e s  snd may be reorganiaing t h e  par t iaan bands. 

G u e r r i l l a  

Before the  war, t h e  Communist g u e r r i l l a  organization i n  South Korea 
was the  operat ional  arm of  the North Korean Labor Party. 
drawn primari ly  from p o l i t i c a l  academies, and. occasionally personnel was 
brought i n  from t h e  North Korean People's Armgr,. This well-organized' 
g u e r r i l l a  s t ruc ture ,  containing many South Korean t r a i t o r s ,  was \a con- 
s t a n t  i r r i t a n t  t o  the Republic o f  Korea i n  1949 and early 1950. 
order t o  e l iminate  t h i s  growing t h r e a t ,  t he  Republic conduoted an ant i -  
guerrilla cnmpaign i n  March and April  o f  1950, with a resul ta t  thinning 
of the  g u e r r i l l a  ranks. 

p a r t i s a n  banda caused by UN advances, the  command s t ruc ture  and funct ions 
of the  guerrilla8 underwent a change. 
m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  against  UN l i n e s  of communloations and r e a r  area in- 
s t a l l a t i o n s ,  guerrilla operations continued t o  r e f l e c t  a s t rong p o l i t i c a l  
influence.  

Recruits were 

In 

With t h e  outbreak o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  and the ensuing disrupt ion o f  t h e  

Although tho new emphasis was on 

Prisoner  o f  war reports ,  p a r t i a l l y  confirmed by communications i n -  
t e l l igence ,  ind ica te  t h a t  the  partisans are  under the cont ro l  o f  the 
526th Army U n i t  (of ten  re fer red  t o  RS tho l Q u e r r i l l a  Guidance Bureau"), 
es tabl ished i n  l a t e  1950, which reports  d i r e c t l y  t o  the headquarters of  
the North Korean People's Army.  
Western Liaison Offices, set up I n  the Communist forward armis about mid- 
1951 t o  f a c i l i t a t e  control  by the 526th Army Unit, has  the resporiaibil i ty 
o f  t ra in ing  and dispatching guerrillas, radio operators,  p o l i t i c a l  off i -  
cera  and messengers Into South Korea. Guerr i l la  messages t e n t a t i v e l y  
suggest t h u t  the  ItEastern Liaison offioe" is primari ly  concerned with 
m i l i t a r y  operations and supply, while t h e  tlV~eatern Liaison office" en- 
gages i n  espionage and organization. 

The next lower echelon, the Eastern and 

Operationally, the  g u e r r i l l a  forces  in South Korea are divlded i n t o  
eix units -- re fer red  t o  i n  intercepted messages as 
MAP) 
f i c u l t y  o f  maintaining communications with e i t h e r  t h e  Eastern or the  
Western o f f i c e  i n  North KoreR. 
t h e  guerrillas are faced with a d i r e  shortage of radio equipment and 

(SEE 

, 
These u n i t s  have become semi-independent bodies because of t h e  dif-  

Communications in te l l igence  reveals  t h a t  
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spare  pa r t s ,  and contac t  between t h e  s ix  units and North Korea depends 
t o  a grcut  ex ten t  on agents and messengers who i n f i l t r a t e ,  p r imar i ly  by 
land, through UN l i n e s .  Recently, however, a small g u e r r i l l a  radio 
s t a t i o n  loca ted  a t  Smchok and other  small unident i f iod  ou t s t a t ions  have 
appeared, i nd ica t ing  t h a t  some radio contact  l o  being ef fec ted ,  

O f  t he  unita i n  South Korea, t h e  4th,  numbering some 6,000 p a r t i s a n s  
i n  early November, 13 by far the  l a r g e s t  and most act ive.  
of  t h i s  organiza t ion  is in t he  Chiri-sen area, although i ts  a c t i v i t i e s  
entJompampract ical lyal1 of aouthwestern KoreR. Terrorlsm and d i s rup t ion  
of normal economic a o t i v i t y  i n  South Korea's rioe bowl area have been t h e  
f o r t e  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  group. The 3rd un i t ,  r i t h  elements o f  t h e  l e t ,  
operates i n  the Taebaek-sm a rea  and is secondary i n  importance, with an 
estimated s t rength  of  some t w o  hundred. 
v i t i e e  o f  t he  2nd) Sth,  and 6 th  u n i t s  a r e  even less s ign i f i can t .  

stations suggests t h a t  t he  North Korean g u e r r i l l a  fo rces  a re  planning an 
inoreased e f f o r t  age ins t  UN i n s t a l l a t i o n s  and t h a t  t h e  u n i t s  w e  pOBBibu 
undergoing reorgani ta t ion  following the  recent  large-scale UN anti-guer- 
r i l l a  campaign under ROK Generul Paik. 

Task Foroe Paik has been successful i n  e l iminat ing a large number 
o f  g u e r r i l l a s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  southwestern Korea, and i n  d is rupt ing  t h e  
guerrilla meesenger com~nunlcations, FECOM est imates  tha t ,  as of  31 
December, t h e r e  remained 3,414 armed and 2,695 unarmed par t i sans ,  some 
2,000 having been k i l l e d  o r  captured s ince l a t e  November, 
Command states t h a t  the  cur ren t  a n t i - g u e r r i l l a  of f  ensive has  ng rea t ly  
weakened' t h e  e f fec t iveness  of  t h e  Communists and t h e i r  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  
United Nations e f f o r t  

Headquarters 

There is  evidence t h a t  t he  ncti- 

A curren t  increese In  t r a f f i c  plus  t h e  appearance o f  severa l  out- 
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